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LAUNCHING THE JOURNAL OF INVESTIGATIVE
DERMATOLOGY
As we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the founding of The Journal
of Investigative Dermatology, we should consider what were the
aspirations of the Founders of the Journal and its parent society, the
Society for Investigative Dermatology. This Announcement and Editorial
by Marion Sulzberger are from the first volume of the Journal and
brilliantly describe the vision of the Founders. The extent to which their
vision was fulfilled is the subject of this Commemorative Issue.
D.A.N.
Announcement
For several years the question of forming a new Dermatologic Society
and of publishing a new Dermatologic Journal has been under
discussion. It has seemed that a new Dermatologic Society and
Journal, placing special emphasis on investigative work, as contrasted
with purely clinical reports, would not only have a place, but would be
calculated to enable American Dermatology and Syphilology to occupy
its merited high position among medical specialties. The objectives of the
new Society and the Journal include the effort eventually to assemble
under one cover all the numerous types of investigative work dealing
with the skin, its functions and reactions, both physiologic and
pathologic. A great portion of this work, now carried on by non-
dermatologists and in non-dermatologic institutions, is appearing
scattered throughout non-dermatologic journals devoted to medicine
and allied sciences.
It is thus intended that the Society and Journal will cover a new field,
a field not hitherto covered by other societies and journals. The new
society, the Society for Investigative Dermatology, Inc., was founded at
the well-attended organizing meeting held at the Hotel Dennis, in
Atlantic City, on June 10, 1937. The democratic principles governing the
Society for Investigative Dermatology are assured by the bylaws adopted,
a copy of which will be sent to each member for approval before the next
annual meeting.
All residents of the Western Hemisphere who are reputable
physicians, instructors, and laboratory and research workers engaged
in the practice or study of medicine or allied sciences are eligible
for membership. All such desiring to apply for membership may do so by
forwarding their applications and credentials, together with the first
year’s dues of $ 10.00 to: The Society for Investigative Dermatology, Inc.,
Dr. J. Gardner Hopkins, Treasurer, College of Physicians and Surgeons,
630 West 168th Street, New York City.
These dues will include the subscription to the issues of the Journal
appearing during the year of membership. Non-members of the Society
will be able to subscribe to the Journal, but will not have a voice in the
running of the Society or the Journal. Non-members will not have the
privileges of the floor at the annual scientific session.
All applications for membership are subject to the approval of the
committee on membership, and will be voted upon at the business
meeting of members.
The first annual meeting and scientific session of the Society will be
held on Saturday, April 30, 1938, at New York City. The exact time and
place will be announced in the near future. All who have reserved places
on this program will please forward their title and abstract of presentation
to: The Chairman of the Program Committee, Dr. Joseph V. Klauder,
1934 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Penn.
New York City was chosen for the first annual meeting because it was
believed that the place of the American Medical Association meeting,
California, was too distant for the majority of the members. It was felt that
more members would be able to attend if the meeting were held in the
East, and in April. Since not only a scientific program of interest and
merit, but also many important business arrangements will be up for
discussion, it is urged that all members attend this first meeting. The
democratic principles of the Society enable each member to express his
opinion and thus to influence the policies and course and help to insure
the success of the Society and the Journal. The place of the next annual
meeting will be decided by the members.
This announcement is made at the request of the duly elected officers
and directors of the Society for Investigative Dermatology, Inc., as
follows:
Dr. George M. MacKee, New York, President
Dr. Joseph V. Klauder, Philadelphia, Vice-President
Dr. S. W. Becker, Chicago, Secretary
Dr. J. Gardner Hopkins, New York, Treasurer
Dr. S. Pollitzer, New York1
Dr. John Stokes, Philadelphia
Dr. Hamilton Montgomery, Rochester, Minn.
Dr. S. M. Peck, New York
Dr. Marion B. Sulzberger, New York
1Deceased
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